
 





 

BY 
KIRK H. CASTLEMAN 



Copyright © 2022 By La Palabra Publisher 
All rights reserved. If you wish to reproduce, or 
scan, or distribute this content you need to ask 

permission from the publisher. 
Cover image “Freepik", 

Cover and book design Rogelio Medina 
 Edited by La Palabra Publisher 

lapalabrapublisher@gmail.com   
lapalabrapublisher@gmail.com   

First Edition: 2022 
Printed in the United States of America 

ISBN: 9798413257425 

mailto:lapalabrapublisher@gmail.com
mailto:lapalabrapublisher@gmail.com


PREFACE  

 It is with fervent prayer that you will 
be blessed by this collection of brief articles. 
This booklet is with the hope that you be 
instructed in a more effective prayer life and 
find inspiration from the other articles.  

 Someone wrote, and I do not 
remember who penned it, that "the work of a 
minister is to teach his people how to pray." 
I hope these articles, which I enjoyed 
writing for the weekly bulletin where I was 
preaching, will give glory to God and 
challenge your spiritual life .  

 I am deeply grateful to four men who 
are "prayer" (Psalm 109:4; literally, "I 
prayer"): John Banister and E.W. McMillan, 
whose "works do follow them," and Hugo 
McCord and Clifton Rogers, who are still 



blessing the lives of multitudes. These are 
spiritual giants who have inspired this 
pygmy effort in an exercise that challenges 
everyone!  

 It is with "precious memories" that I 
affectionately dedicate this volume to my 
parents who taught me "that underneath are 
the everlasting arms" (Deuteronomy 
33:27), and it is with profound joy that I 
thank my twice-sister, Betsy Milligan, for 
her artistic rendition of the "praying hands." 
This trio provided my first volume of 
articles published in 1985, some of which 
are included in this collection.  

 No one but "Our Father" knows how 
many prayers have been answered in the life 
of my wife and children! The joy I have 
received from answered prayers for them 
knows no bounds!  

With my prayers for you,  

Kirk H. Castleman  
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Lord, Teach Us to 
Pray  

 Several years ago, while feeling 
deeply inadequate about the nature of my· 
prayer life and studying biblical prayers, 
someone gave me a very helpful outline. 
The feeling of inadequacy is still there and 
will never go away, but these simple points 
have assisted me. I do not remember where 
they came from but many have remarked 
how meaningful they have become to them 
when I shared them.  

 The simplicity of this outline is 
based on five points that can be identified 
with the fingers on your hand.  

 First, let your thumb remind you that 
the major significant beginning of 
meaningful prayer is: Praise! Prayer must 
begin with God and His greatness:  

"Our Father, who is in Heaven, hallowed 
(set apart) be Your Name .... "  
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 Second, let your "pointing" finger be 
Thanksgiving! The basic attitude of 
g r a t i t ude de f ines t he mean ing o f 
Christianity. These two first points (like the 
fingers on your hand) constitute the essence 
of spiritual prayer. Total dependence in 
gratitude for our blessings is expressed in 
"Give us this day our daily bread ... "!  

 Third, let your middle finger, the 
longest, be the one that point us to God for 
Others. This is the prayer of I Timothy 2:1f. 
This Intercession includes Everyone, 
including our enemies, the unsaved, and 
those who are close whom we struggle to 
understand and love. Pray for others by 
name as you can.  

 Fourth, let your "ring finger" be the 
one that reminds you of your need for God. 
It is the Confession of the soul before God. 
It is the realization of sin and failure. Here 
we find cleansing, pardon, and acceptance.  

 Fifth, the little finger, last, but not 
unimportant, represents Petition. Too often 
we put our needs first and this reverses 
spiritual prayer. Acceptable prayer always 
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places God and others before self! Matthew 
6:8 reminds us that God does not need 
information about our lives. Because prayer 
is fundamentally aligning our souls with 
God's will (Matthew 26:42), Praise, 
Thanksgiving, and Intercession become the 
most import aspect of our prayers.  

 The words of Paul, "We do not know 
what we ought to pray for ... ," have been a 
great consolation to me. If the great apostle 
could say that, I am in "good company" 
when I feel the same way! Remember that 
the most mature saints have agonized in 
prayer and fe l t to ta l ly inadequate 
(Colossians 4:12), and that's really the first 
step to meaningful, mature prayers.  
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The Model Prayer 1:  
"Our Father"  

 Nothing is more important for the 
child of God than learning to pray. It was 
this request that motivated the disciples of 
Jesus to say, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his disciples" (Luke 11:1). It 
was then that Jesus said, "This Is How you 
Should Pray" (Luke 11:2, NLT). A 
respected author mentioned that "the Jewish 
rabbis were in the habit of teaching the 
people outline : prayers which were known 
as 'Index Prayers.' They would gather 
together a number of short sentences each of 
which suggested an item for prayer. They 
would recite one sentence and then, before 
proceeding 'With the next, would enlarge 
upon it, drawing out some of its implications 
and applications" (Lockyer, All the 
Prayers of the Bible, p. 192). 

 The "Model Prayer" begins 'With the 
profound concept that prayer, fundamentally, 
is a corporate, not totally private and 
personal, experience. There may be times 
when we might, like the Savior, say, "My 
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God, My God, why ... ?'' But, it would seem 
that the normal context for our prayers is 
that we are aware of the fact that there are 
others who are "with" us!  

 The "Our," therefore, must mean 
"you and me'' but also include "God the 
Son"! We rarely contemplate the reality that 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 
"intercede" for us (Romans 8:26, 27, 34)! 
What a comfort to know that even as "we 
pour our ardent prayers," we are "family''! 
Prayer therefore in valves intimately and 
personally the Godhead and all the 
redeemed community-the family of God, the 
church (I John 1:3, 7).  

 Prayer then must be the communion 
and fellowship of you and me as we "kneel 
before the Father, from whom the whole 
family of believers in heaven and earth 
derives its name" (Ephesians 3:14-15 NIV). 
In other words, "our" Creator and Sovereign 
is a Loving Father! The Almighty, Eternal, 
Infinite God of all the earth is "OUR 
Father"! We pray, not as lonely individuals 
to an Unfee l ing and Untouchable 
Something, but to a Personal, Intimate, 
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Loving Father. And if we pray to Him as 
Father, it is because "God the Son" makes it 
all possible. Yes, Jesus is our "Elder 
Brother" because we are "Heirs of God and 
F e l l o w - h e i r s ( ' j o i n t h e i r s ' ) w i t h 
Christ" (Romans 8:17, 29)! "God the Son" 
has brought "many sons to glory" (Hebrews 
2:10)! Jesus gives us the power and ability 
to "come boldly ('With freedom of speech!) 
to the throne of grace" because He was the 
obedient Son in His death for us! We can 
now say, "Our Father" only when "God the 
Son" has become our Savior (Galatians 
3:26-27)! 
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The Model Prayer 2:  
''Our Father Who is 

in Heaven"  
 If this is how to pray, then our 
prayers must begin with God! If we want to 
"be prayer" (the literal Hebrew of Psalm 
109:4), we must begin where Jesus began: 
"Our Father in Heaven"!  

 What an incredible place to begin: 
"Our God is an Awesome God," but He is 
still "Our Father"! The Almighty, Eternal 
Creator, Sovereign God is "Our Father in 
Heaven"! "But our God is in the heavens; 
He does whatever He pleases" (Psalm 
11 5 : 3 ) . We k n o w t h a t " H e a v e n 
Rules" (Daniel 4:26) and that "He does as 
he pleases with the powers of heaven and 
the peoples of the earth. No one can hold 
back his hand or say to him: 'What have you 
done?"'! But we also must remember that 
"Our God" is "Our Father in Heaven"!  

 All the speculations about "no 
mention of Jesus" in "The Model Prayer" are 
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specious because this prayer starts with The 
Father in Heaven, who came to this earth as 
God the Son! He is the one who can be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
who was tempted in all points like as we are, 
yet was without sin (Hebrews 4:15), and 
really suffered, died, and was raised so that 
we can say, "Our Father in Heaven" and go 
to heaven when we die! The "Our Father in 
Heaven" became our Brother in Christ, John 
14:9!  

 The Sovereign Ruler, God, who "sits 
enthroned (He is King!) above the circle of 
the earth, and its people are like 
grasshoppers ... (Who) stretches out the 
heavens like a canopy ... (Who) brings 
princes to naught and reduces the rulers of 
this world to nothing ... " (Isaiah 40:22-23) 
i s " O u r F a t h e r , " l o v i n g , t e n d e r , 
unders tanding, compassionate , and 
forgiving!  

 If God were not "Our Father in 
Heaven," we might be deeply reluctant to 
talk to Him in prayer! "Our Father" 
commands us to talk to Him daily, 
continuously, joyously, confidently, and 
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openly! Because we are His children, 
Christ's Body, the church, indwell by the 
Holy Spirit, we have an "open line" at any 
time about any matter! "Our Father in 
Heaven" often says "NO!" because we are so 
foolish. His "NO" is not a sign of a lack of 
love, but if He could say "NO" to the sinless 
Son, He can say even more emphatically, 
"NO" to sinful children!  

 The "Our Father in Heaven" is 
above all, and through all, and in all, and 
"even the highest heavens ... cannot contain 
him" (II Chronicles 2:5), but He is still 
"Our Father"! P.Je you His child (Galatians 
3:26-27)?  
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The Model Prayer 3:  
''May Your Name be 

Set Apart"  
 The word "Hallowed" is an Old 
English word that means "to make holy." 
Somehow the word is kin to the idea of 
"wholeness." The original Greek word 
occurs many times in the New Testament 
and "fundamentally signifies separated ... 
and hence ... separated from sin and 
therefore consecrated to God, sacred" (W. E. 
Vine). One definition is: "of things which on 
account of some connection with God 
possess a certain distinction and claim to 
reverence." One new translation says, "May 
your name be honored" (NLT). 

 W h e n w e r e a d t h e T e n 
Commandments, we remember that God 
told Israel to never take His Name in Vain 
and to observe the Sabbath as "holy." The 
Hebrew word for "holy" is used today in the 
word "Kosher," which essentially means 
"acceptable, set apart to God"! So Psalm 
111:9 could be translated, "Set apart and 
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awesome is His Name." (The word in the 
KJV for "reverend" means "to be feared" or 
"terrible" or "dreadful" and occurs several 
hundred t imes in the Hebrew Old 
Testament!) When a person, place, or thing 
is dynamically connected to God, it is to be 
regarded as "holy" - "set apart for God," and 
everything that pertains to the nature and 
being of God is to be regarded in a unique 
relationship to Him.  

 "To set apart the Name of God" is 
not merely a discussion of our speech. It 
actually says that we give God the rightful, 
central, and only place of importance 'in our 
lives, values, thoughts, and behavior! But 
only "holy people" can do that! People who 
are "set apart for God" are called "the 
church" or "the Bride of Christ" or "the 
House of God" in the New Testament! There 
can be no prayer from divided, sinful, 
impure hearts! "For God called us not for 
uncleanness, but in sanctification (or 
"holiness," I Thessalonians 4:7). And 
remember that there is "the sanctification 
('set-apart-ness') without which no man 
shall see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14).  
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 The "setting apart to the rightful 
place in my life of everything about God," 
His Word, His worship, His commands, 
His ... all that pertains to Him, means that 
prayer has now become not a petulant child 
begging but the commitment of the obedient 
son to all that is His! Prayer is the total 
recognition of all that God is and all that I 
need to become to be like Him! Half-
hearted, disobedient devotion is eliminated 
from our prayers and, therefore, from our 
lives! We must be what we pray, we must 
honor and reverence the One to whom we 
pray or our prayers become useless and 
powerless! Have you "set apart for God" 
everything about yourself so He will honor 
your prayer?  

15
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The Model Prayer 4:  
"May Your Kingdom 

Come” 
 The Creator God is "Our Father''! 
The Sovereign Lord of All Men is "Our Fa-
ther in Heaven"! Now we contemplate "Our 
Father" has a Kingdom, a Rule, a Divine 
Majesty!  

 Some of us were taught that we 
cannot say, "May Your Kingdom Come," be-
cause the church/kingdom "came" on 
Pentecost Day (Acts 2). 'When Peter 
preached the gospel and men heard and 
responded obediently to the terms of pardon, 
they were added to the church, which is 
essentially equal to the Kingdom of God. 
The Kingdom has come, and we are 
members of it-so, according to this 
interpretation, the "Model Prayer" is 
essentially meaningless to us as Christians!  

 No one can sincerely read the Bible 
and fail to see that the Kingdom has been 
"coming" for a long time! Whenever people 

17



obediently do the Father's will, they "enter" 
the Kingdom (Matt. 7:21) and the Kingdom 
"comes" to them (Luke 17:21; Rom. 
14:17). In one chapter a verse says, "flesh 
and blood cannot inherit God's kingdom," 
and another verse says that Jesus will reign 
in the Kingdom until "the end," and then He 
will deliver the Kingdom to God (I Cor. 
15:50, 24f)!  

 Since "God's kingdom is inside of 
you" (Luke 17:21) and is "Spiritual" (John 
18:36, "not of this world"), we can pray for 
the Kingdom to "come":  

a. To Those who Are Lost. If 
one is not in the Kingdom of 
God, he is in the Kingdom of 
Darkness, and we must pray 
for his salvation!  

b. To Those Who Are Saved. 
If one is in the Kingdom, 
t h e r e m u s t a l w a y s b e 
deepening and growing! We 
can always pray that we will 
have a greater appreciation 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
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"righteousness, peace, and 
j o y i n t h e H o l y 
Spirit" (Romans 14:17)! We 
can always pray that our 
relationship with our Creator/
Father/King will be deeper 
and more motivating and 
committed than ever!  

c. "Even So, Come Lord 
Jesus" (I Cor. 16:22; Rev. 
22:20)! We, the church/ 
kingdom/family/bride, ought 
to be "eagerly awaiting the 
coming of the day of God" (II 
Peter 3:12)! 

  
 Should we pray this aspect of "The 
Model Prayer"? Absolutely! We need to be a 
people who conduct themselves as if our 
King might come back now! We need to 
pray and to preach the Gospel of the 
Kingdom (Matt. 9:35; Acts 8:12; II Tim. 
4:1) because it has come, needs to come to a 
sinful world, and will come at the End of 
Time in Glorious consummation!  
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The Model Prayer 5:  
"Your Will be Done 
On Earth as it is in 

Heaven"  
 It is the core of the Kingdom of God! 
It is the radical difference between "Heaven" 
and "Earth"! It is the "bottom line" in one's 
relationship to God: Is the Will of God done 
in my life like it is done in Heaven, 
perfectly?  

 There can be no relationship with 
"Our Father in Heaven" who is the King of 
His Kingdom, if His will is not honored 
above every other (Matt. 7:21)! In other 
words, like the Savior, the righteous, 
acceptable child of God has the meaning and 
performance of the Will of God at the core 
of his being!  

 As to Incarnation, Jesus said, 
"Behold, I have come To DO Your Will, 0 
God" (Hebrews 10:7; Psalm 40:7-8). As to 
ministry, Jesus said, "My food is to do the 
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'Will of Him who sent me and to accomplish 
His work" (John 4:34). As to His Death, 
Jesus said, "Yet not as I will, but as You will" 
(Matthew 26:39)! The essence of Jesus' life 
for us was: "For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me" (John 6:38).  

 The ultimate goal of Jesus was 
reconciliation of "Earth" to "Heaven"! His 
death, shedding His blood, makes it possible 
for the barrier caused by sin to be removed! 
This is still the Father's will, but now it must 
become our will, not only from the 
standpoint of a personal perspective, but 
also from a world perspective! In every 
aspect of life, the child of God "lives and 
breathes" the will of God to be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven!  

 Here is the prayer and goal of the 
child of God: The understanding, assimi-
lation, and total performance of the Will of 
God! Pride is eliminated! Sin is eradicated! 
And God is glorified!  

 Here, at the center of the model 
prayer, is the complete commitment of the 
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child of God-not to self, hut to the will of 
Him who loved and committed Himself to 
the Father's will for us! At the core of The 
Model Prayer is not "What is Your Will for 
my Life?" but rather, "What is God's Will 
and Purpose, and I will seek it, pray for its 
reality on earth, and appropriate it daily for 
my life"! "The man who does the will of God 
lives forever" (I John 2:17).  
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The Model Prayer 6:  
''Give Us This Day 
Our Daily Bread"  

 The "Creator God," "Our Father," 
"King of the Universe," is concerned that we 
talk to Him in prayer about our "daily 
bread"! "Bread" represents those aspects of 
our lives that we sometimes think that God 
does not have in His heart! Even today 
people think of bread as "the staff of life"; as 
the "staple of existence." "Daily bread" in 
the dictionary refers to "livelihood" or even 
"money"!  

 We also remember that God said and 
Jesus quoted, "Man does not live by bread 
alone, but by every Word that proceeds out 
of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4; 
Deuteronomy 8:3)! Men who only eat 
"physical bread" live lives of animals and 
are not the spiritual beings God created or 
intended them to be!  

 Is Christ teaching us that our prayers 
are to focus on the "physical bread" or the 
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"spiritual bread" of His Word? Again, YES! 
And the most difficult task of the child of 
God is to make sure that we understand that 
we are totally dependent on Him for both! 
'While we focus first on the "spiritual 
bread" (Matthew 6:33), we also remember 
that our "physical, material bread" derives 
its meaningful origin and position of 
importance from the Provider!  

 That one towering miracle of all four 
of the Gospel accounts is the "Feeding of the 
5,000." Even Jesus, "looking up to heaven ... 
gave thanks and broke the loaves"! Not 
figuratively, but literally every blessing we 
have comes from God (James 1:17), 
whether "physical" or "spiritual," and we 
must recognize with gratitude that we are 
and will be totally dependent on Him "from 
whom all blessings flow"!  

 This petition of "The Model Prayer" 
solves the problem of "Who is in control of 
my life?" Most of us feel that "we have to be 
in control" to be happy, when in reality God 
commands us to let Him "take charge"! The 
context of Matthew 6 says from the 
standpoint of this prayer, "I will trust Him 
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for today's blessings so I know He can 
handle tomorrow, and therefore, I "Will not 
worry." It would be an excellent prayer 
"exercise" for us to read Ephesians 3:20 and 
Philippians 4:13 and 19:  

 Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us . I can do all things through 
Him who gives me strength . And my God 
will meet all your needs according to His 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  
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The Model Prayer 7:  
''Forgive Us Our 
Debts As We Have 

Forgiven Our 
Debtors" 

 Everyone who has given prayer 
serious consideration knows that sin is real! 
Prayer is conversing with "Our Father," who 
is Sovereign Lord and King of the Universe! 
What a privilege! What an awesome 
responsibility! But it only take a little while 
after "setting apart God's Name," making it 
Holy in our lives, that the poignant 
condemning power of sin is evident.  

 We are "children who have sinned" 
in the presence of The Holy, Majestic 
Creator of the Universe when we pray-how 
can we not feel the enormity of our sins? 
How can we pray and not seek cleansing, 
pardon, and forgiveness? And we have it 
because "Our Father" generously provides 
it.  
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 But when we are honest with 
ourselves, because we know God knows 
everything (Matthew 6:8), there arises an 
alienation; a sense not only that we have 
done wrong, but that our sins have fouled up 
our lives, those around us, and sometimes 
our whole world! Our existence seems tilted, 
dark, and confused because not only did we 
"sin," but we terribly offended a Loving 
Father!  

 Because we "sin," we enter into that 
w o r l d o f t h e " w a g e s o f s i n . . . 
death" (Romans 6:23). Sin has "wages" that 
must be "paid," and in sin we live in the 
horror and weight of "separation from God." 
When we sin we find ourselves like the 
murderer whose punishment was to have the 
corpse of his victim chained to his back until 
the decay was total!  

 Jesus teaches us to pray, not merely 
dealing with the surface effects of sin, but 
also with the deepest problem-the obligation 
we "owe" our Creator God, who has given 
us "Daily Bread"! And then He rightfully 
demands, because of His ultimate atonement 
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and example, that we dispense forgiveness 
to those who have sinned against us! The 
sentiment of "The Model Prayer" is that 
forgiveness is denied to those who will not 
forgive!  

 We are commanded to pray having 
already forgiven debts, not just sins! We are 
to address the Father in petition with the 
slate wiped clean! We are to forgive, forget, 
and not even hint of any obligation caused 
by the offense! It might even be true that 
some will be lost not because they 
misunderstood some major doctrine, but 
because they were not forgiven because they 
did not forgive debts! There is a debt worse 
than sin-it is the debt paid in eternity 
because there was no forgiveness in this life, 
not because it wasn't asked for, but because 
there was no forgiveness of debtors in the 
hearts of the petitioners!  

"Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors!"  
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The Model Prayer 8:  
"Lead Us Not into 
Temptation, But 

Deliver Us from the 
Evil One"  

 The Model Prayer begins ·with "Our 
Father" and ends with a petition of deliv-
erance from Satan. Perhaps it ought to be 
asserted that there can be no deliverance 
from spiritual perversity unless the first 
seven petitions have been prayed and are 
being lived!  

 Evil, the power of Satan, from the 
perspective of The Model Prayer, is serious; 
it would be na1ve to even suggest non-
existence. When one prays this prayer, it is 
an acknowledgement that Satan not only 
exists but is vicious (I Peter 5:8-9). This 
prayer recognizes on a profound level a 
mal ic ious persona l i ty f rom which 
deliverance must come as a gift from "Our 
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Father" and that no amount of human skill 
or effort is capable of providing.  

 On further reflection, one might 
wonder why this aspect of The Model 
Prayer even needs to be prayed in the light 
of James 1:13 ("God tempts no one") and I 
Cor. 10:13 ("God is trustworthy, who will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond your 
ability ... "). If God knows what you need 
before you ask Him (Matt. 6:8) and He will 
not put you into a situation where you could 
not keep from sinning, what is the meaning 
of this petition?  

 The Model Prayer asserts our total 
dependence on "Our Father" for "bread," 
both physical and spiritual, for radical 
forgiving and forgiveness, and for 
deliverance from the power of evil. The 
Model Prayer closes with an affirmation of 
absolute trust in God's grace, presence, and 
power to overcome the Evil One and a total 
denial of self (Matt. 16:24f). How can The 
Model Prayer be effective if there is even 
the modicum of a suggestion that human 
power is capable of victory over the Evil 
One?  
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 This last petition of The Model 
Prayer means daily recognition of the com-
plete power of God and the Cross to save 
and deliver and the important element of 
obedience. Salvation is free but costly. "The 
Yoke is easy and the burden is light," but it is 
still a "yoke" and a "burden." Christ's blood, 
which washes our sins away, is a heavenly 
gift but must be received in obedient faith by 
being baptized. The Christian life is filled 
with blessings, but this petition reminds us 
to "Fight the good fight" (Ephesians 6:1f) 
and "bring every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ" (II Corinthians 10:5). 
We fight and depend on "Our Father" for 
victory because "the weapons of our warfare 
are not fleshly, but mighty in God for pulling 
down strongholds, and casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God" (II Cor. 
10:3-4).  
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Evening and 
Morning and at 

Noon I Will Pray  
 It is possible to be "outwardly 
doctrinally correct" and still be lost. No 
doubt the Pharisee who "stood and prayed 
with himself” was to the eyes of the religious 
leaders one of the "faithful" (Luke 18:9f)! 
Apparently, he knew all the regulations but 
did not know God! He might have been able 
to quote many passages from both the Old 
Testament and the books of traditions, but 
his life ultimately was a spiritual void. It 
was easy for them and equally so for us to 
"neglect the weightier matters of the law"; 
we simply do not have "time," or some other 
lame excuse.  

 The Psalmist said, "Evening and 
morning and at noon I will pray, and cry 
aloud, And he shall hear my voice" (Psalm 
55:17): Is prayer a daily experience, a life, 
or is it simply a "Sunday exercise"? "Pray 
·without ceasing."  
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 Daniel was a man of prayer. Even 
though he was close to the top of the Persian 
government, he still found "time" to pray. In 
that familiar story where Daniel is ultimately 
thrown into the lion's den for his prayer life, 
the Bible says:  

And in his upper room with 
his windows open toward 
Jerusalem he knelt down on 
his knees three times a day, 
and prayed and gave thanks 
before his God, as was his 
custom since early days  

(Daniel 6:10).  

 Can you imagine an important 
dignitary taking "time off" three times to 
pray on his knees? Can we say we don't 
have time to pray because we are so busy 
when Daniel, in his mature years, did it? Do 
we have our priorities right?  
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'The House of God 
is the House of 
Prayer for all 

Nations 
 There were two occasions in Jesus' 
ministry when He cleansed the temple. John 
Records the early cleansing by describing 
Jesus with a "whip of ropes," saying, , “Take 
these away. Stop turning my Father's house 
into a market house" (John 2:13f, 
McCord's). The later cleansing occurred 
after the Triumphal Entry in the last week of 
Jesus' life. His memorable words are 
passionate and relevant for today.  

"Is it not written, 'My house 
shall be called a house of 
prayer for all nations'? But 
you have made it a 'den of 
thieves"'  

(Mark 11:17).  

 We are more comfortable with the 
portrait of Jesus the healer, the forgiver, or 
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the compassionate teacher. The stark, 
impressive hues of The Man striding 
through the temple precincts with a "whip of 
ropes" in His hands and turning over tables 
makes us nervous. We are more at ease with 
this One blessing children than with a 
dynamic, young angry Messiah who 
demands that a huge temple complex be 
cleared of animals, tables, chairs, and 
robbers!  

 We long for a "food provider" who 
will have us sit down comfortably on green 
f'!ass (Mark 6:39) and eat fish sandwiches 
until we are full and approve of our lives. 
We don't want Someone coming into our 
playhouse, upsetting everything!  

 The church of God is the house of 
God, or the Family of God (I Tim. 3:15). 
Some churches have become "a den of 
thieves" because human hearts and lips that 
ought to be filled with prayer and praise 
seek nothing but comfort, security, and 
approval for illicit behavior!  

 "Your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have from 
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God ... " (I Corinthians 6:19). "Do you not 
know that you are God's temple, and that 
God's Spirit lives in you?" (I Corinthians 
3:16). Individual Christians and the collec-
tive Body of Christ constitute "God's 
dwelling-place in the Spirit" (Ephesians 
2:22). If the Galilean Son of Man came 
walking into the Temple of your body, 
would He find a "cave of thieves"? If the 
Son of God walked into this church, would 
He find only robbers who were more 
interested in themselves than prayer?  

 Churches that are overly time 
conscious, ritualistic, and somber are Dens 
of Robbers! "Caves of Thieves" are cold, 
legalistic, and judgmental! The House of 
God, whether the individual saint or the 
whole congregation, is where there is 
meaningful, spiritual worship! It is open to 
all and filled with love for all! (John 3:16; I 
Timothy 2:1-6). It is prayerful and 
evangelistic! It is "mission-minded" and 
spiritual (I Corinthians 3:1f). It does not 
have the stench of dead animals but the 
"fragrant aroma," "a life-giving fragrance," 
of lives purified and available to Almighty 
God!  
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Praising the Lord  
 How we need to be a people who 
"praise the Lord"! Our prayers, songs, 
preaching, and study, even our whole lives 
need to constantly praise the Lord. The only 
adequate, complete praise comes from God's 
people.  

 "But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people be-
longing to God, that you may declare the 
praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His wonderful light" (I Peter 
2:9). 

One of the most amazing passages on the 
theme of praise is Ephesians 1:11 

In Him you were also chosen 
having been predestined 
according to the plan of Him 
who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose 
of His will, in order that we, 
who were the first to hope in 
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Christ, 1night be for the 
praise of His glory!  

 The purpose for our existence, the 
reason why we exist, is that we should "be 
for the praise of His glory"! This passage 
does not assert unconditional predestination, 
but rather defines that those who have given 
their lives in obedience to the Lord and have 
become Christians have the honored status 
of existing to the praise of God! God's 
eternal purpose has always been that the 
people of God should continuously reflect 
His being and character. To deny that 
purpose is really to negate the reason for 
one's existence.  

 All that we say and do is to be in the 
name of Christ, Colossians 3:17; and "so 
whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of God," I 
Corinthians 10:31. Every aspect of our 
lives is to resound of His glorious being. 
"Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually 
offer to God a sacrifice of praise-the fruit of 
lips that confess His name" (Hebrews 
13:15). 
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Supplications, 
Prayers, 

Intercessions, 
Thanksgivings 

A good friend and effective Gospel preacher, 
Avon Malone, said recently:  

Paul never pitched his prayers 
in the minor key of complaint; 
they were always pitched in 
the major key of doxology, 
praise, and gratitude.  

 Of all the things that characterize and 
measure the "spirituality" of the child of 
God, it is the prayer life! For most of us, it is 
a simple quantitative problem: we simply do 
not take time to pray. No one can argue that 
the outward exhibit of this aspect of our 
prayer life is lack of patience, kindness, and 
love. What feelings would be generated if 
we would just take time to pray-to have a 
"sweet hour of prayer"!  
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 But more than this, if we could just 
deepen the quality of our prayers. Perhaps 
depth is more important than length: 
Matthew 6:7. There is a time to quit 
praying and go to work for Him! But how 
often we need to just have prayer "pitched in 
the major key of doxology, praise, and 
gratitude." How easy it is to be missionary 
minded when you have thanked God for 
your redemption! How easy it is to be 
compassionate when you have stood at the 
foot of the cross in your eye of faith and 
cried in the utter gratitude of your heart! 
Kindness, generosity, forgiveness, and love 
flow from the child of God whose prayers 
are filled with praise. How can we feel such 
discontent and express such "grouchiness" 
when we have just lived in His presence in 
praise and adoration? How can we worry 
when we have come from the throne room 
of prayer to THE KING? There will always 
be the symphonic harmony of peace, joy, 
love, and contentment, when we pitch our 
prayers "in the major key of doxology, 
praise, and gratitude."  
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We Have Not Been 
Men of Prayer  

 Recently a dear brother, who is a 
Gospel preacher, called with discouragement 
and frustration on his heart. He said, "I feel 
like the CEO of this congregation but 
without any respect." Later, he commented, 
"I feel like I have been meeting-ing to 
death!"  

 In 1651, confession was penned from 
ministers of the Church of Scotland and 
recorded by Horatius Bonar in his booklet 
Words to Winners of Souls. The eleventh 
item of their position was, "We have not 
been men of prayer. So many meetings with 
men, so few meetings with God. We have not 
known the fellowship of a little child with his 
father" (Emphasis mine, KHC).  

 What is the "secret" of effectiveness 
as Christians? What is the work of ministry? 
What made the ministries of Jesus our Lord 
and Paul so "successful"? It was not their 
education! It was not their polished skills! It 
was not their diplomatic adroitness! It was a 
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profound, personal, intimate relationship 
with God! The "solution" to our problems in 
the Christian life, evangelism or the ministry 
is simple:  

Now when they beheld the 
boldness of Peter and John 
and had perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant 
men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus.  

(Acts 4:13)  

 This posture in no way de-
emphasizes education or study; in actuality, 
it enhances it and places it on the altar of 
sacrifice (Matthew 22:37, "with all thy 
mind")! Effective, fruit-bearing Christian 
l iv ing , minis t ry, shepherding , and 
evangelism '\\ill occur when we get on our 
knees in our closet (Matthew 6:6f; Luke 
18:1f; John 14:13f; Ephesians 3:14f) in 
fervent prayer! Accurate Bible exegesis is 
produced from a ·sanctified heart touched by 
the majesty of the Almighty God! Great 
preaching comes from "the closet of 
prayer." Will we ever learn our priorities?  
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A Letter From 
Elijah the Prophet  

 Elijah had already been taken up to 
God in a fiery chariot by the time Jehoram 
was ruling in Judah (read II Kings 3:11; 
since Jehoshaphat was the father of 
Jehoram). Even though Jehoram had the 
good example of his father and grandfather, 
Asa, he did not follow the ways of the Lord 
(II Chronicles 20:32; 21:4f).  

 The Bible says, ''Jehoram received a 
letter from Elijah the prophet ... " (II 
Chronicles 21:12). To receive a letter from 
a prophet who had been taken up to God in a 
fiery chariot several years before is unusual, 
to say the least! Did Elijah, who spent most 
of his prophetic ministry in the Northern 
Kingdom, write this letter before he was 
translated into heaven? Or did he appear to 
Elisha and dictate the letter and then Elisha 
was later commissioned to deliver it?  

 It seems like one would pause in his 
present course of action if a prophet such as 
this recorded a rebuke and concluded with, 
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"You yourself will be very ill, with a 
lingering disease of the bowels, until the 
disease causes your bowels to come out" (II 
Chronicles 21:15)! One would think that 
repentance would be the order of the day! 
Right-thinking people who have the least 
knowledge of spiritual things would at least 
pause and reflect!  

 Jehoram's distasteful funeral is 
almost inconceivable: "He passed away, to 
no one's regret, and was buried ... " (II 
Chronicles 21:20). A king, privileged to 
have a godly father and grandfather, a 
descendant of King David and therefore a 
"son of God" (II Samuel 7:14), and 
surrounded by God's people-and yet no one 
cared 
that he died!  

 No death is painless (I Corinthians 
15:56). But all of us hope that our death will 
be the "death of the righteous" (Numbers 
23:10; Psalm 116:15; Revelation 14:13). 
Knowing that death 1s certain (Hebrews 
9:27), most right-thinking people want to 
die surrounded by love, peace, joy, and 
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hope! To "pass away, to no one's regret" is 
tragic beyond description!  

 God's prophetic word has been "once 
for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). It is 
time to listen, believe, and obey! Jehoram's 
death is repulsive, but not as intolerable as 
the eternal death of those who do not listen 
and heed inspired Scripture.  

 The Bible is a book of love and 
comfort, but it also contains threats to those 
who willfully do not respond to God's grace. 
God's Final Prophet was transfigured 
(Matthew 17:2f) with Elijah! Our letter 
from God today is, "This is my  Son, whom I 
love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to 
Him!" (Matthew 17:5). 
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Uncompromising 
Faith in God 

 Once in a while, someone will 
suggest, "If God chooses to save everyone in 
the End that's His business," etc. No one 
denies that God can do whatever He wants 
to do; He is the sovereign Lord of the 
Universe! But, if God so chooses to "save 
everyone in the Final Judgment," then the 
Bib le i s no t wor th our t rus t and 
commitment. "Let God be found true, but 
every man a liar" (Romans 3:4). If God is 
True and Eternal, then His Revelation is 
True and Eternal. If the Bible is inspired, 
then it is authoritative. The nature of the 
Bible is no different from the God whose 
will and character i t reveals! The 
requirements for becoming a Christian are 
eternal: they, like God, will not change!  

 Would anyone be willing to come 
forward and suggest that the God who 
changes not (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17) 
will, on the Judgment Day, say, "I know I 
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ordained those who confessed their trust in 
the blood of Christ and were immersed 
would be saved, but I have decided to allow 
those who have not obeyed the Gospel to 
enter heaven"? Can you imagine a God who 
would allow His Son to shed His blood for 
the sins of the world, command that anyone 
who would be saved must be cleansed by 
that blood, and then modify His Word by 
saving people just because they were "good, 
moral people"?  

 The Gospel is universal : I ts 
commands are for all; its promises are for 
all! Jesus said, "I Am the Way, the Truth, the 
Life, NO Man comes to the Father but by 
Me." Will you hear it, believe, and obey?  
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Salvation by Grace 
Through Faith  

 You ought to read the Book of 
Galatians at least once a year! It is the great 
treatise on Christian freedom! The core of 
the book is:  

 I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I that live but Christ 
liveth in me: and that life which I now live 
in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself up for me .. for if righteousness is 
through the law, then Christ died for nought 
(2:20-21)  

 Every one of us has a tendency or 
inclination, it seems, to go back into some 
kind of legalistic salvation. The Galatians 
were being influenced by those who would 
bind Judaism in addition to Christianity for 
salvation and were in danger of falling from 
grace (4:9; 5:4). Today, it is easy to forget 
that the power for our salvation is Jesus 
Christ. One must always remember that it is 
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Christ who makes us what we are and not 
our obedience or our "membership" or any 
activity of a spiritual nature that we 
perform! Baptism does not make us 
Christians-Christ does! Baptism is the act of 
trust which is the commanded response to 
God's gift of Christ. It is the point of 
obedience when God can graciously forgive 
and cleanse by the blood of Christ.  

 It is so easy for us to think we are 
righteous because we "pray'' or "read our 
Bible" or more than anything else "go to 
Church"! The power of redemption is not in 
what we do or have done-it is and ever will 
be in Christ's Gospel! It is because of the 
great blessings we have in Christ that we 
respond obediently to love, pray, attend, and 
serve faithfully. It is the heart of gratitude 
that allows a person to understand, "For 
freedom did Christ set us free .... "  
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An Important Truth 
About Your 
Immersion  

 One of the lessons from Acts 19:1-7 
(the "re-immersion" of the twelve men at 
Ephesus) is that scriptural baptism is 
associated with the Holy Spirit. This re-
minds us that Acts 2:38 teaches forgiveness 
of sins and the Gift of the Holy Spirit to 
those who change their minds and are 
immersed in water because of trust in Jesus 
as their Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36-37).  

 When a person is scripturally 
immersed, he ought to know that the immer-
sion is taking place by the authority of Jesus 
Christ (Acts 2:38; 19:5) into the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 
28:18-20). This means the sinner has moved 
out of the realm of sin and death into 
another spiritual location, spiritual life and 
peace. Before that immersion, he was a 
sinner; after that event, he is a saved, 
forgiven child of God. Because he is IN 
CHRIST! Scriptural immersion puts a 
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sinner into Christ (Galatians 3:26-27; 
Romans 6:3-4). Bible immersion in water 
places the believer in a relationship with 
God where he has all spiritual blessings 
(Ephesians 1:3). Since he is in Christ, he is 
in the Body, which is to say he is a member 
of the Lord's Assembly or congregation. 
This group of sanctified people is The 
Church. This Body of Saved People are 
indwell by the Spirit of Christ, since it is His 
Body.  

 When a person is immersed "for the 
remission of sins" and "into the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit" by the 
"authority of Jesus," should he not un-
derstand those things? If a sinner does not 
understand these things, should he be 
baptized? Should a person be baptized if he 
does not understand what he is being 
baptized into? Can a person be a Christian 
and not understand the Body of Christ, the 
Church?  
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The Language of 
Love  

 Some heard Peter speaking at the 
"trial" of Jesus. They said, "Surely you are 
one of them, for your accent gives you 
away" (Matthew 26:73). These spectators 
of the mockery of our Lord indicated that 
when Peter opened his mouth and started 
talking, the way that he spoke and what he 
said indicated he was one of the disciples of 
Jesus.  

 In the days of Nehemiah, after the 
return of the children of Israel from Baby-
lonian captivity, Nehemiah was concerned 
about the fact that "Half of their children 
spoke the language of Ashdod or the 
language of one of the other peoples, and 
did not know how to speak the language of 
Judah" (Nehemiah 13:24). Our speech 
gives us away: both the content and the 
words we choose tell much about our 
interests, values, and perspective.  

 Jesus said one of the ways His 
disciples would be known is that they would 
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love one another (John 13:35). This love is 
not sentimentality nor a cheap emotionalism 
or romance. It is not just "talk," but it is in 
"actions and in truth" (I John 3:18). Real 
love in the life of a disciple is learned; one 
does not "fall in love" with God, Christ, or 
the brethren! (I Thessalonians 4:9, "Now 
about brotherly love we do not need to write 
to you, for you yourselves have been taught 
by God to love each other.")  

 But do we ever speak the language 
of love? When we open our mouths, does 
anyone suspect that we love God, Christ, 
His Word, and His People? Is there anything 
in our speech that might "give us away" as 
His loving, devoted disciples? It is not 
enough to refrain from evil speaking; there 
must be the language of His love in our 
living coming from hearts filled with His 
love.  

60



Ask the Lord of 
Harvest 

 In recent memory I have not heard 
anyone pray, "Lord of harvest ... send out 
workers into (your) harvest field" (Matthew 
9:38). Many prayers are offered for a 
multitude of desires, but where is the 
petition for those who will answer the Lord's 
call to go and reap the plentiful harvest? 
When Jesus "saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd" (Matthew 9:36). Because His 
evaluation of the situation was that "the 
harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few" (9:37), He commanded His disciples to 
"ask the Lord of harvest. .. to send out 
workers into his harvest field" (9:38).  

 Isn't this a rather unusual response to 
a dire need? In our American culture of 
activism, our response might be to "form a 
committee to study the situation"! Or we 
might form "discussion groups" to share 
"meaningful ideas." Some in the church 
today suggest we really don't understand 
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what Jesus said, and we need a new 
hermeneutic!  

 Others would assert that their slick 
"training programs" 'Will solve this "need" 
and there will automatically be "growth"!  

 What was the key to Jesus' success? 
What did Jesus do that dealt with this 
problem? What is the solution?  

1. Pray as He commanded (9:38). It 
is the prayer of Matthew 6:10! 
"Your Kingdom come (to those who 
are lost!), your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven" ("Make me a 
servant, make me like you")!  

2 . See the crowds with His 
compassion (9:36). Powerful prayer 
produces a profound emotional 
response. Emotion puts us in motion!  

3. Follow Jesus as He went "teaching 
... and preaching... " (9:35). The first 
step of His method is often too 
simple for us: adoring, committed, 
faithful, loving, obedient prayer! 
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When will the Lord's people begin 
asking the Lord of harvest to send 
out workers-that's when they will 
say, "Here am I, send me!" .And they 
will go!  
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Wrestlers for God  
 Wrestling is a popular sport. Even 
though, for me, it has always been secon-
dary to other sports, it does have an appeal 
for many. It is one of the oldest sports, as 
can be seen from studying the ancient 
Olympic games. Most who followed the 
recent Olympics were impressed by the 
wrestler who, having cancer in remission, 
won in a great performance of courage and 
skill.  

 The great wrestler of ancient times 
was Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32). Jacob was 
never the same after that nocturnal match at 
"the ford of the Jabbok." His name, 
personality, and body were changed as the 
result of that encounter. "Then the man said, 
'Your name will no longer be Jacob, but 
Israel, because you have struggled with God 
and with men and have overcome"' (vs. 28). 
His childish impudence was changed 
through the years to a mature trust. His 
name must be changed, but the match was 
costly to his body. For the remainder of his 
days he limped on his hip to remind him, 
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perhaps, that he must lean on the God whose 
face he saw (Peniel, vs. 30) at Jabbok.  

 A wrestler of the Lord's church was 
Epaphras, who was a member of the 
Colossian congregation. Paul wrote that "He 
is always wrestling ('agonizomai,' from 
agony, 'to contend in the gymnastic games') 
in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in 
all the will of God, mature and fully 
assured" (Colossians 4:12). What if you 
knew an Epaphras was "wrestling in prayer" 
for you? Would you be changed? What 
changes in our personality would occur if 
we had the prayer life of Epaphras? All of us 
are "Jacobs" that need to come to our 
Jabbok! There are so many things about us 
that need to be changed, to be transformed 
(Romans 12:1-2)! The "limping Israel" was 
far more beautiful than the "deceptive 
Jacob" to God. The Jacob in each of us 
needs to find our "Jabbok" follow the 
example of Epaphras, and know that all the 
great changes He will make in us will bring 
the victory! "As he was praying the 
appearance of his face changed..." (Luke 
9:29). 

66



What's So Amazing 
About Grace? 

 "Grace," for me, was an amazing 
discovery! It was like a "breath of fresh air." 
Someone had opened a window, and life 
became perpetual spring! There was an 
actual, physical sensation that Someone had 
lifted a burden off my shoulders. The need 
to struggle to gain God's love and favor was 
gone. All the "work" had been done at the 
Cross and there was, for me, joyous 
salvation and forgiveness. There was no way 
to "explain" it-it was the simple reality of 
righteousness, justification, and peace based 
on Jesus my Propitiation rather than on my 
inept, inadequate, and superficial strivings to 
"work to earn" God's favor!  

 "Grace" never eliminated loving, 
faithful, grateful obedience; it made it joy-
ously possible. Gone was the empty "works" 
to "gain righteousness" -there was now the 
wondrous reality of His acceptance, pardon, 
and acceptance and a total willingness to do 
His will.  
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 There are times when every child of 
King Jesus "falls back" into the old way of 
self-justification; of thinking we have to 
''earn His favor." But the simple fact of the 
matter is, "There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus..." The basic challenge of the Christian 
life is to believe and live what God has 
declared to be truth: He has accepted you 
and me, not on the basis of anything we 
have done, but on the basis of Jesus' 
propitiatory death! Even "baptism" does not 
make us right; but it is the essential point in 
our faith where He can and does make us 
right by His grace! 

 You and I therefore must learn this 
truth as stated in a recently published book 
based on God's Word: "GRACE MEANS 
THERE IS NOTHING WE CAN DO TO 
MAKE GOD LOVE US MORE - no 
amount of spiritual calisthenics and 
renunciations, no amount of knowledge 
gained from... schools, no amount of 
crusading on behalf of righteous causes. 
A n d G R A C E M E A N S T H E R E I S 
NOTHING WE CAN DO TO MAKE GOD 
LOVE US LESS - no amount of racism or 
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pride or pornography or adultery or even 
murder. Grace means that God already loves 
us as much as an infinite God can possibly 
love"!  

 Make no mistake about it: "The faith 
that saves is the faith that obeys!" But 
always remember that "the faith that saves" 
sees nothing in the response that will "earn" 
God's favor, nor is there any need to "merit" 
his loving GRACE! II Corinthians 6:1.  
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''Nor Did We Put on 
a Mask"  

 Halloween is fun for children. They 
like to dress up and pretend to be someone 
else. We love the children to come to our 
door for "trick or treat." There is even 
something inside of most adult-children that 
reflects the spirit of this day. Maybe it's just 
that we can put on a mask and forget the 
trials and tribulations of our lives, even if 
only for a few hours at a party.  

 There is another side of Halloween 
that is distinctly unhappy. It is sinister and 
scary. It takes one only a few minutes of 
reading in an average encyclopedia to 
realize that this day is a "celebration of 
death." Its origins derived from a day which 
honored Samhain, Lord of the Dead! 
Perhaps genuine concern ought to be 
expressed at this point for the year-round 
modern fascination with this emphasis on a 
"weak and miserable principle" (Galatians 
4:9 NIV).  
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 T h e r e i s , h o w e v e r , a n o t h e r 
Halloween that is real and not "trick or 
treat"! It is the bondage to sin. It is "dead in 
trespasses and sins." It is devilish and de-
monic. ·whoever "lives for pleasure is dead 
even while she (or he) lives" (I Timothy 
5:6).  

 While in Cameroon, we were 
impressed that the Africans had their 
Halloween all year. 'When we came back to 
America, the "horror movies" were going all 
year! The t ragedy of our modem, 
enlightened, scientific culture is that it more 
and more reflects this "celebration of 
death."  

 It becomes imperative, therefore, if 
we would be "lights of life" in the midst of a 
sinister, death-worshiping culture, that we 
make sure we do not "put on a mask" (I 
Thessalonians 2:5) of hypocrisy and 
pretense (Matthew 23:1-39). Our lives must 
be genuine in the light, love, and life of "our 
Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel" (II Timothy 
1:10).  
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''Cynosure"  
 Is the word "cynosure" a new word 
for you? The dictionary indicates that it 
p r imar i ly r e fe r s to " t he nor thern 
constellation," which is the configuration of 
stars that includes the North Star. The 
secondary meaning is "a center of attraction 
or attention."  

 W. D. Davis, in his book Paul and 
Rabbinic Judaism (p.238), asserts that Christ 
as "Propitiation" (Romans 3:25) is "the 
cynosure of Paul's thought." Anyone who 
studies the "oracles of God" knows that 
"Christ" is Paul's "North Star." For Paul, and 
for every other child of God, there must be a 
"center of attraction and attention'': It is 
Christ. Listen to Paul:  

"For to me, to live is Christ…"       
(Philippians 1:21).  

"When Christ, who is our life, 
appears... " (Colossians 3:4). 

 "And I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me" (Galatians 2:20).  
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''May I never boast except in the 
c ro s s o f o u r L o rd J e s u s 
Christ" (Galatians 6:14).  

"For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified" (I 
Corinthians 2:2).  

 For Paul, his cynosure, his North 
Star, was not some superficial, peripheral 
issue, but Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living 
God! He may have been diver ted 
occasionally, but he always, like the 
vibrating needle on a compass, comes back 
to North, his point of reference.  

 We need this cynosure when we 
make decisions. We need this North Star 
when we evaluate every aspect of our 
behavior. Life without a center, a point of 
attention and attraction based on Christ, is 
like a compass without a needle ever 
pointing North-useless and dead. It is only 
when one gives himself in faith and 
obedience to Christ as Lord of all life that 
one has this cynosure. Is Christ your life?  
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The Threat of 
Apostasy in the 
Golden Years  

 Not much is said about the apostasy 
of those who have lived into their "golden 
years." A lot of attention today is given to 
youth and "youth ministry." There is rightful 
concern for our young people, and the Bible 
provides insights into the temptations and 
challenges of youth.  

But we remember Solomon:  

As Solomon grew old, his wives 
turned his heart after other gods, 
and his heart was not fully devoted 
to the Lord ... so Solomon did evil 
in the eyes of the Lord; he did not 
follow the Lord completely... (I 
Kings 11:4-6) 

 What happened along the way that 
caused this change? Where is the man who 
asked for wisdom because he was a little 
child, not knowing how to go out or come 
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in? Why did the Lord's presence and 
guidance not fill his heart so much that he 
fell away?  

 Perhaps there was a flaw in his 
devotion that many of us know about: he 
built his spiritual life on external goals for 
God and failed to internalize spiritual truth. 
His apostasy occurred after he built the 
temple, after he collected an army, after he 
married many women.  

 He programmed himself for his fatal 
fall because he majored on minors; he had a 
form of godliness, a shell of holiness, but no 
internal reality.  

 Maybe the "faith of his father" really 
was just a habit with no goals, no chal-
lenges, and finally, no meaning. After all his 
"building goals" were realized, after the 
"excitement" had gone (I Kings 8), the cold 
draft of habit poisoned his heart. Either grow 
or die! Solomon's heart got cold on "habit"!  

 How tragic that one so wise, so 
promising, so full of life should die old, 
cold, and weary. Solomon did not 
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"remember his Creator," and the days of 
trouble came and the years went by until he 
said, "I find no pleasure in them”.   
(Ecclesiastes 12:1). Life was "vanity" and 
emptiness simply because he forgot that the 
meaning of life is a wholesome, life-
chal lenging re la t ionship wi th God 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). 
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"He Must Increase, 
But I Must 
Decrease"  

 The fundamental, root problem of 
humanity is pride. Every single sin that has 
ever been committed has its source in a 
selfishness which denies the existence of 
others. But to the extent that "I am crucified 
with Christ" (Galatians 2:20) am I in 
contrast to this single, universal degeneracy, 
and thereby find life abundant.  

 John the Immerser "played second 
fiddle"! He understood, even though his 
doubts are apparent, the mission of Jesus 
and thereby accepted his place as Preparer 
for the Messiah! 'What is more remarkable 
is that John exercised this humility (John 
3:30) toward a "relative" (Luke 1:36)! 
Humility in the family context today is rare! 
We often forget that love is not proud. It is 
not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered (I Corinthians 13:4-7).  
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 The fundamental, root solution for 
all of humanity's problems is a Christ-
centered humility based on love. The quality 
of happiness in this world -will not come 
until we joyfully live in the love of God, 
knowing who He is and who we are! The 
life of the disciple is: "We make it our goal 
to please Him, whether we are at home in 
the body or away from it" (II Corinthians 
5:9).  

 It was in this understanding of his 
rightful place in God's plan that John found 
strength. Humility is not weakness-it so 
allows conviction to blossom into a 
tenderness that can even rebuke an 
adulterous relationship between a King and 
"Queen." John lost his life for his "strong" 
preaching, as did many others, but he found 
life because he knew "He must increase, but 
I must decrease.” 
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This One Bothers 
Me  

 T h e s t u d y o f t h e " B o o k o f 
Praises" (Psalms) is always spiritually 
helpful. They should be read carefully every 
year at least. The church needs the "Book of 
Praises."  

 But, there is one verse in this 
magnificent volume that always bothers me. 
It is not comforting; it is a profound, 
prayerful; challenge to my relationship to 
Christ.  

 May those who hope in you not be 
disgraced because of me, oh Lord, the Lord 
Almighty; may those who seek you not be 
put to shame because of me, oh God of 
Israel (Psalm 69:6).  

 There are many consoling aspects of 
the Psalms. There are some verses which are 
difficult. But this one is simply "meddling."  

 We live in a world of indifference 
and inconsideration. The "I don't care what 
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anyone thinks" attitude in the extreme is 
callous and ungodly. Has anyone become 
less devoted to the Lord because of my 
attitudes? Is there a child of God anywhere 
who has become indifferent and careless 
because I have allowed my relationship to 
grow cold?  

 We are to "set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith 
and in purity" (I Timothy 4:12). Does 
anyone get to "see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven" (Matthew 
5:16)? Has our lack of involvement in the 
teaching program or visitation been a 
discouragement to others? Have we 
encouraged others by prayers and praise 
whenever they try to serve?  

 Brethren, our face, our actions, our 
attitudes, and our commitment can be a 
hindrance or an encouragement to others in 
Christ. What would this congregation be like 
if everyone was like you in your spirituality? 
Has the quality of your devotion inspired or 
discouraged others?  

82



Raison d’Etre 
  
 Having one special person from 
France in our home, plus two of our 
precious children learning to speak the 
language, is a little "unusual"! While most 
of us will not ever be fluent in French, there 
is one phrase that ought to attract our at-
tention and give focus to our spiritual lives! 
The title of this article simply means 
"reason or justification for existence"!  

 It is easy to get sidetracked from our 
ultimate "raison d'etre." The church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ has only one "reason for 
existence"! It is "the glorification of God in 
the salvation of souls." There is no more 
fundamental issue than redemption in Christ 
for lost humanity. The purpose and work of 
the church is the same as God's eternal 
purpose which He "purposed" before the 
foundation of the world: "That all men be 
saved in Christ, added to His Body, and 
perfected in character."  

 Preachers are being asked to perform 
all kinds of "ministry," to the detriment of 

83



their fundamental work of evangelism! Too 
many elders are spending too much time 
doing work that deacons should be assigned 
to do and are neglecting the "watching" over 
souls that they ultimately vvill be held 
accountable for to the Chief Shepherd.  

 Deacons are servants when they 
understand that all that they do is for the 
salvation of souls. Teachers are not merely 
to "hold classes" but are to instruct so that 
souls will be saved. One non-evangelistic 
Bible class teacher is too many! 

 The tragedy of the church today is 
"Me-ism"! There are "members of the 
church" who attend every service, who 
constantly complain about the trivial, and 
have never led a soul to Christ! When was 
the last time you invited someone to worship 
or Bible study? Have you ever asked one of 
the leaders of the congregation to conduct a 
Bible study at your house for the singular 
purpose of converting your lost friends, 
neighbors, or mate? When was the last time 
you enrolled in a Bible correspondence 
course and then enrolled someone else in the 
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course, too? Will you ever win souls instead 
of just leading a public prayer about it?  

 The "reason for existence" for Jesus' 
people is evangelism! To deny this is to 
separate from Him who came to this world 
to "seek and save that which was lost."  
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Enoch, Methuselah 
and Noah  

 Someone posed the question, “who 
was the oldest man to ever live, but his 
father never died?" Of course, the answer is 
Methuselah (Genesis 5:21-27).  

 Another story pertained to Enoch, 
when the little girl in Bible class said, "God 
and Enoch went on long walks and one day 
God said, 'Enoch, why don't you just come 
home with me since you are closer to My 
House than yours?"'  

 No one can be exactly sure, but if the 
years are added correctly, Methuselah died 
in the same year as the Flood! It is more 
than interesting that Enoch only lived 365 
years, walked with God, and was translated 
directly into the presence of God, and 
Methuselah just lived 969 years and died in 
the same year as the Flood! The tragedy of 
Methuselah is that his fame extends only to 
his age-and he died! Did he hear his great-
grandson, Noah, preach (II Peter 2:5) in the 
last 100 years of his life? Did he know that 
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Noah "found favor (grace) in the sight of the 
Lord" (Genesis 6:8)? Did he even realize 
that Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation and walked ·with God like 
Enoch (Genesis 6:8-9)? Did he care that 
"Noah did all that the Lord had commanded 
him" (Genesis 7:5)?  

 Maybe the r ea l r ea son why 
Methuselah lived so long was because God 
wanted him to repent! "God waited patiently 
in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark..." (I Peter 3:20; II Peter 3:9, 15).  

 "Why has our country been spared? 
Why has your life been extended? Maybe 
because God is waiting for you to repent! 
It's not really how long you live, but did you 
"walk with God" (Genesis 5:24; Micah 6:8; 
Ephesians 5:12; Hebrews 11:5)? All that 
can really be said about Methuselah is 
"AND HE DIED" (Genesis 5:27).  

 At the end of life, will it be said 
about you "and he died" or ''he walked with 
God"?  
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Egypt Was Their 
Promised Land  

 Perhaps you caught it the first time, 
but have you looked closely at Numbers 
16:13? "Isn't it enough that you have 
brought us up out of a land flowing with 
milk and honey to kill us in the desert? And 
now you also want to lord it over us?"  

 The context is the rebellion led by 
Korah, a Levite, along with Dathan and 
Abiram against Moses. They incited 250 
others, "elite men, well-known community 
leaders who had been appointed members of 
the council." Their continual discontent with 
life in the ·wilderness led them to question 
the authority of their leaders. Their pride 
poisoned their minds into thinking that 
Egypt, the land of bondage, was the 
Promised Land! They thought so often of 
"the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost-also the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and 
garlic" (Numbers 11:5) that they forgot the 
bondage of Egypt and identified it as the 
"land of milk and honey"!  
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The same thing can happen in the church 
today: our spiritual inactivity can lead us to 
discontent and grumbling and ultimately 
blaming someone else, usually our leaders, 
for our spiritual corruption! This discontent 
also leads to an inability to perceive proper 
spiritual values. The tragedy of hearing 
members of the church complain that "no 
one has given me anything to do" 
approximates the Israelites! Bible study, 
faithful prayer, and public worship will lead 
a person into the service which Christ has 
commanded. Perhaps it will be just a "cup of 
cold water," packed with true devotion and 
love, but it will be God's work!  

 Has our pride, laziness,. and apathy 
led us to discontent, grumbling, and un-
spiritual thinking? The Devil knows that 
when we are "busy about my Father's 
business" there will not be time to complain 
about the trivial. He is continually working 
to keep us discontent! He knows that 
ultimately our discontent will lead us to 
identify Egypt as "the land of milk and 
honey"! Read I Corinthians 15:57- 58!  
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Just Call Me "Kirk"  
 Matthew 23:8-10 is in the context of 
the hypocrites of Jesus' time, the scribes and 
Pharisees. His most harsh words are directed 
to those who were making a farce of the 
truth; they were the play-actors! It 'Will do 
us good to apply these concepts to ourselves. 
We need to be reminded that men are not 
"reverent" simply because they are sinners. 
They are not worthy of veneration. Men are 
not to be thought of as "my master," "my 
father," or "my leader" because they are not 
qualified. The reference here is to the 
making of distinctions which God has not 
made; a claim of being "better" because of 
an "office."  

 The word "pastor" is also abused 
today. A "pastor" is an "elder" (one who is 
older in the faith) or a "bishop" (overseer) 
who "feeds the flock" because of deep 
spiritual qualities (Acts 20:17, 28; I 
Timothy 3; I Peter 5; Titus 1) and who al-
ways exists with other pastors in the local 
church (Acts 14:23). Never is a teaching or 
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example provided that a man "pastors the 
church" or is "the pastor."  

 It is imperative that we recognize 
that the descriptions of men in the New 
Testament who serve in a special leadership 
capacity are given "offices" which describe 
functions: a work to get done (I Timothy 
3:1) and not a religious title! Preachers are 
sinners (I Timothy 1:15) and simply 
"ministers through whom ye believed" (I 
Corinthians 3:5). The preacher preaches 
and tries to set the example in what he says 
(Titus 2:7-8), but all are ever mindful that 
he is what he is because of the grace of God 
(I Corinthians 15:10) - a Christian.  

 Are we guilty of calling a man 
"Preacher" or "Brother Blank" as an uncon-
scious rel igious t i t le , which Jesus 
condemned? All Christians are brothers, not 
just the man who stands in the pulpit.  
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The Bible is a Book 
of Death  

 If "death" is your favorite topic, you 
are considered abnormal. Death is common 
but so uncommon in our thoughts and 
conversation. There is a book titled The 
Pornography o f Dea th ! Tha t i s a 
commentary on our culture and death; it is 
hideous and unthinkable that it could happen 
to one personally!  

 Yet, the Bible is a book of death! 
From the first reference to death, "for in the 
day that you eat from it you shall surely 
d ie" (Genes is 2 :17 ) and "and he 
died" (Genesis 5) to Revelation 20:14-15: 
"And death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire…," the Bible is literally saturated 
with "Death"! The words "death" and "die" 
are mentioned hundreds of times in the 
Bible.  

 Amazingly, even though we live in a 
death-denying culture, it is the figure of 
death that occupies a measurable portion of 
the New Testament teaching on becoming a 
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Christian! Crucifixion was a terrible death; 
ye t we a re to be "cruc i f i ed wi th 
Christ" (Galatians 2:20)! To be alive with 
Christ and walk in newness of life means 
that "our old self was crucified" and 
"baptized into His death" (Romans 6:6, 3)! 
The only way to life is "by the Spirit ... 
putt ing to death the deeds of the 
body" (Romans 8:13). Paul concludes that 
"those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires" (Galatians 5:24).  

 The title of the absurd movie, The 
Return of the Living Dead, is a great de-
scription of Christians! We were dead in sin 
(Ephesians 2:10) but have now been raised 
up and are alive in Christ (Ephesians 2:4ff). 
Christianity is "bearing the cross"! It means 
"dying to self” so that Christ may live! It 
means giving up my childishness for 
maturity; it is letting my convictions 
determine my emotional state. It means 
loving even the unlovable! It means having 
the "mind of Christ": loving, forgiving, 
tender, kind, patient, and understanding!  
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 If someone knocked on the door of 
your heart, who would answer-you or 
Christ?  
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"This Human 
Problem is a 

National Tragedy"  
 In the excitement of buying a new 
car, I generally don't read the Owner's 
Manual. This time it's different. Maybe it's 
the inflated price or all the computer junk, 
but this time I read it!  

 There are three pages in this book on 
drunken driving! The advice is plain and 
simple: "Don't drink and drive"; it's foolish 
and deadly! But pay attention to their words: 
Alcohol takes away three things anyone 
needs to drive:  

* “Judgment" 
* "Muscular coordination” 
* “Vision" 

 "Ideally, no one should drink and 
drive"! Their example is astonishing: if a 
person of average weight drinks three beers 
in one hour, he has a blood alcohol content 
of 0.006 percent. "Research shows that the 

97



driving skills of many people are impaired at 
a BAC approaching 0.005 percent, and the 
effects are worse at night..."  

 It is completely beyond the scope of 
my intelligence as to why our culture reacts 
to killing snakes or minks and "beached" 
whales but cannot deal adequately with 
monstrous abortion and the "National 
Tragedy" of drunk drivers! Not one hour on 
'IV may be watched on major channels 
without smooth· salesmanship seeking to 
tell us that drinking is "fun," "popular" or 
"sophisticated." And now we have a dog 
with more intelligence than the drunks 
telling us "when to say when"!  

 Why did the Old Law prohibit priests 
from drinking? - (Leviticus 10:8-11.) Why 
did Proverbs insist that "wine is a mocker 
and beer a brawler"? (Proverbs 20:1f.) 
Why did Isaiah and other prophets denounce 
drunkenness? (Isaiah 5:11; 28:1f; Hosea 
4:11 and many others.) Why did the Holy 
Spirit insist that drunkenness is a work of 
the flesh? (Galatians 5:19-21.)  
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Drunkenness is not a disease! "This Human 
Problem is a National Tragedy" (Owner's 
Manual from General Motors Corporation, 
p. 112)! This "National Tragedy" is a SIN!  
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''We Need, and Need 
Badly, The Song of 

Solomon''  
 I have to honestly admit that I have 
never preached or written on this beautiful 
book! I've only heard one sermon on it and, 
I believe, the effort was not successful 
because the "text" was taken out of 
"context." But I read a quote some timer 
back that I think needs to be before us as we 
consider this book. It is from B. J. Young?' 
one of the greatest conservative Old 
Testament scholars:  

 The Song does celebrate the dignity 
and purity of human love. This is a fact 
which has not always been sufficiently 
stressed ... It comes to us in this world of 
sin, where lust and passion are on every 
hand, where fierce temptations assail us and 
try to turn us aside from the God-given 
standard of marriage. And it reminds us, in 
particularly beautiful fashion, how pure and 
noble true love IS ... When we read the Song 
of Solomon, our hearts will be purer, and we 
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shall realize all the more the heinousness of 
that temptation which should lead to 
unfaithfulness among those who are married 
... So long as there is impurity in the world, 
we need, and need badly, the Song of  
Solomon.  

 It seems that one of the easiest things 
in our culture to pervert is the sexual aspect 
of our lives. Too often extreme attitudes are 
assumed about this God created aspect of 
humanity. It seems that most of the time we 
either will not talk about "it" or we talk, 
think, or laugh about "it" too much! The 
unbelief of God's  teachings about sexual 
intercourse, reproduction, and the human 
body lead to the extremes of ignorant silence 
and/or vulgarity. The Song of Solomon 1s 
not about Christ and the church; it is in the 
Bible to remind us in a simple, straight 
forward manner that God made every aspect 
of the human body and it should be  treated 
with reverence, dignity, and respect. The 
highest creation of God is man, not the 
animals, a sexual being. Our sexual desire is 
strong only because God wants many 
children! Even though sexual sins are 
severely condemned in the  Bible it does not 
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follow that dignified, loving, and reverent, 
and yes, even pleasurable sexual relations 
are wrong! Extreme positions on any subject 
reflect lack of knowledge of the Word of 
God! Careful study of what God says about 
sex will lead one to a healthy and righteous 
attitude on this most Important subject. May 
God bless us in that study!  
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